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I should be with him, which I also said was of importance to my family affairs.
The General very handsomely agreed to iny demand, and I expect to sail for Malta in the Termagant in a few days. Having an opportunity by way of Constantinople, I wrote to Colonel Brownrigg to acquaint him. of my intention to return home, that my father's state of health made it necessary, and that I had had the less scruple in asking leave as my return seemed to have been expected, and an arrangement made accordingly. My leaving this country did not therefore derange any of H.R.H/s plans, and I hoped that H.R.H. would so far enter into the motives upon which I had acted as not to be displeased at what I had done. H.R.H. knew how much I had already served abroad, and how willing I am to do so still if required. I confessed in my letter to B. that these were not my only motives for returning to England. I owned to him that I felt hurt, after the manner I had served during the whole war, to see that active commands were given to others and that I was proposed to bo loft in a garrison. I could consider Alexandria as nothing else, and since I was not to be actively employed, I think they might have called me home.
In the arrangement sent out, it is plain that the meaning of Lord Hobart is to favour General Oradock, who happens to be his old schoolfellow, for oven General Fox, though appointed Commander-in-chief, seems fixed to Malta in order to leave the immediate command of the troops employed to Cradock. This is a mode of acting which cannot fail to disgust officers who, though they have not been schoolfellows of Lord Hobart, have been serving in every climate since the commencement of tho war.
I went into Alexandria two days ago; a Colonel of French Engineers rode round the works with me. Tho French might certainly have kept us out a fortnight longer, but their works are in a very unfinished state. The Colonel told me that most of them had been begun
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